197.   TELEGRAM TO SUDHIR RUDRA^

CALCUTTA,
June 30, 1925

MY HEART, MY PRAYERS WITH YOU IN YOUR
GRIEF. GOD WILL GIVE YOU ALL STRENGTH
BEAR LOSS. LOVE.

GANDHI

From the original: G.W. 6050.   Courtesy: Mrs. S. K. -Rudra, Allahabad

198.   SPEECH AT UNIVERSITY INSTITUTE, CALCUTTA*

June 30, 1925

Mahatmaji . . . paid a glowing tribute to Deshbandhu. He said that
Deshbandhu was always a warrior from top to toe. He had been engaged
in many a battle and had never spared his adversaries. He had never, so far
as he remembered, taken undue advantage of anybody* He would never
forget his last five days' stay with Deshbandhu at Darjeeling because he came
to realize what was noble in his life. He had no ill will towards any of his
opponents. Deshbandhu was always anxious to co-operate with everybody in
working for the good of his country. Ghittaranjan Das conquered the whole
country with sincere love and he was decorated with the title c<Deshbandhu".
The country had shown to him a sincere respect for his great sacrifice which
he did for the good of his countrymen. Throughout his tour in East Bengal
Mahatmaji came in contact with thousands of people young and old and by
their feeling he could understand what affection, love an^l. respect they had
for Deshbandhu Das. He was still receiving hundred! of letters daily from
the students who paid homage to his sacred and loving memory. Deshbandhu
was a father to the young men of Bengal, and always took every one of
them under his protection for life. In his death Mahatmaji thought that
whole student community had lost their true leader who could lead them to
their goal if God had kept him alive for a few days more. His generosity
was boundless and his love for the students was also boundless. Proceeding,
the speaker said he did not come to the meeting to sing the praises of that

!This was sent on S. K. Rudra's death. It was delivered to the
addressee at Solon on July 1.

2 A large number of students and leading citizens of Calcutta attended
the meeting at which Gandhiji presided.